
Use URL optimally
Cheat Sheet

Purpose and approach                  5 min

• How to optimally integrate external websites 
for students in a Moodle course.

• Determine the appropriate display format for 
the external source.

• Automatically add extended parameters to 
the specified URL. 

Valid from Moodle version 3.11

Enter name and URL, configure settings3

Editing mode1 Choose URL 2

URL available in the course4

Extended use - an example:  
If you offer student files on your web service based 
on matriculation numbers, these can be retrieved 
user-specifically from Moodle. The condition here, 
however, is that the linked website must be a web 
application that uses data from Moodle as input pa-
rameters, e.g. student number, course ID, etc. The 
URL of the linked website can be changed in the 
”URL variables” section. In this case, you can then 
specify the parameters in the ”URL variables” secti-
on. For each parameter you want to include, enter 
a name in the input field and select the correspon-
ding Moodle field from the drop-down menu. For 
example, enter the parameter name ”idnumber” for 
the student number and select „ID number”: 
 
 
Note that for user data, the data of the users who 
click on the work material will be forwarded. The 
link from the example would look as follows for the 
ID number ”7654321”:  

Determine the display format: 
Automatic: The appearance is determined auto-
matically, depending on the browser used. 
Embed: The linked website is displayed in the con-
tent area of the Moodle interface to the right of the 
page navigation. 
In frame: The linked site is displayed in a frame 
below the Moodle navigation bar, along with the 
description. 
New window: The URL will open in a new browser 
window. 
Open: The linked site is opened in the existing 
browser window. 
In pop-up: The linked site is displayed in a new 
window without Moodle navigation elements. You 
can specify the size of the pop-up window.

First enter a name and the URL of the 
website to be linked.
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If you have questions about accessi-
bility, please contact the appropriate 

support facility at your university.
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Short description of the procedure

1. Activate the button ”Turn editing on” on the top right of the course site and then click 
in the preferred topic on ”Add an activity or resource”.

2. Select ”URL” from the selection of resources. 

3. First enter a meaningful name for the URL. Then insert the URL of the external source 
to be linked. Enter the entire path. Then determine the form of appearance. Moodle 
offers the following display options: 

Automatic: Depending on the browser used and its settings, the way the linked web-
site is displayed is determined automatically. 

Embed: The external source is displayed within the Moodle interface to the right of 
the page navigation in the content area.

In frame: The linked site is displayed in a frame below the Moodle navigation bar, 
along with the description of the site. 

New window: The URL will open in a new browser window. 

Open: The external source is displayed in the same browser window.

In pop-up: The linked site is displayed in a window without the Moodle navigation 
bar. The size of the pop-up window can be set by the user.

 
Extended use - an example:

If you offer student files on your web service based on student numbers, these can be 
retrieved user-specifically from Moodle. As a condition, however, it must be given that 
the linked website is a web application that uses data from Moodle as input parame-
ters, e.g. student number, course ID, etc. This can be done in the section ”URL variab-
les”. 

In this case you can then specify the parameters in the ”URL variables” section. For 
each parameter you want to include, enter a name in the input field and select the cor-
responding Moodle field from the drop-down menu. For example, for the student num-
ber, enter the parameter name ”idnumber” and select ”ID number”. Note that for user 
data, the data of the users who click on the work material will be forwarded. 

To create the link, click on ”Save and return to course”.

4. The URL is now created and available for students in the course.




